A. E. HOUSMAN
which they were destined to form part of". He found that this flow was helped if he had a pint of beer at luncheon : this acted as a sedative to the brain, and made it more likely to respond to abnormal influences (we may compare it to the trance which precedes hypnotic phenomena). To Housman, poetry was something which excited certain emotions ; it seemed to him more physical than intellectual, and its production differed from that of prose by being passive and involuntary rather than active. It came as it were of itself and not by conscious thought. I remember asking him once if he thought it was possible that Tennyson's " Crossing the Bar " could, with its exquisite phrasing, have been composed, as has often been stated, in its final form in the forty minutes or so while the poet was crossing from the mainland to the Isle of Wight. He said he thought it was quite possible, for if the poet had one of these fits of inspiration the right words would come of themselves.
Though he could write dignified and vigorous prose such as few could equal, he disliked doing so ; it did not, like his poems, come spontaneously, and he had to spend much work and time before he got it into a form which satisfied him. It required a great deal to do this, as he was very fastidious. He was never satisfied with a thing that was good only in parts. In his lecture, Housman quoted passages from Shakespeare as examples of supreme poetry, but I have heard him say that it gave him no pleasure to read a play of Shakespeare's from beginning to end, for though some parts were magnificent, there were others so slovenly that the effect of the whole was disagreeable.
Housman was not only a poet, he was also Professor of Latin, and at the conclusion of his lecture on poetry he said that was his proper job. I am quite incompetent to
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